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Appointments and Transfers 


Mr. Rémi Millette, B.A., B.Paed., formerly assistant principal of the 
Sturgeon Falls High School, was appointed to R.C. Separate Division III, with 
residence in Cochrane. Mr. Millette, who replaced Mr. Rosario Masse, B.A., 
began his duties on September 1st, 1938. 


Mr. Adélard Gascon, B.A., was transferred from R.C. Separate Division 
VII, Windsor, to R.C. Separate Division XIX and District Division XII, 
Part II, with residence in Ottawa. 


Mr. Lucien Laplante, M.A., was transferred from R.C. Separate Division 
XIX and District Division XII, Part II, Ottawa, to R.C. Separate Division VII, 
with residence in Windsor. 


Training of Teachers—Improvement in Qualifications 


In 1937-38, there were 196 teachers-in-training at the University of Ottawa 
Normal School, 170 of whom were enrolled in the Second Class course, and 26 in 
the First Class course. As a result of the term and final examinations, 17 students 
were awarded First Class teachers’ certificates and 121 obtained Second Class 
certificates. 


The use of rural ungraded schools for some of the practice teaching in con- 
nection with the training of future teachers was a happy and successful innovation. 


The following table shows the number of French-speaking teachers holding 
First or Second Class certificates in 1938, and the progress made in this regard 
since 1929. 


Total number of teachers under French-speaking in- 


spectors, November 1938 PR RSC RS 1,316 
Total number of teachers holding I or II class cer- 
tificates, November 1938 1,185 
Total per cent. of teachers holding I or II class cer- 
tificates, Novémber LOSS ER RE EE 86.24 
Total per cent. of teachers holding I or II class cer- 
tificates, November 1937 PR 79.46 
Total per cent. of teachers holding I or II class cer- 
tificates, November 1929, RE 25.11 


Age-Grade Distribution of Pupils in Elementary Schools 


The following tables present a compilation of the French-speaking School 
Inspectors’ Annual Age-Grade Summary Reports for May 1938 :— 
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TABLE No. 2 


ANALYSIS OF AGE-GRADE DISTRIBUTION IN RELATION TO IDEAL AGE SPREAD 
IN ELEMENTARY RURAL AND URBAN SCHOOLS ATTENDED BY 
FRENCH-SPEAKING PUPILS, MAY 1938 


(A) Separate and Public Schools 


Under Within Over 

Ideal Age Spread Ideal Age Spread Ideal Age Spread 

GRADE RS RER PR RE EE EE 

Number | Per cent. | Number | Per cent. | Number | Per cent. 
LE Se RER RENTRER 4 0.04 6,780 60.45 4,432 39.51 
ITS, ES ER ER R CR E 3,334 47.68 3,658 52:62 
TT: 4 SANS CURE 1 09 2,347 47.18 2,626 52:13 
IV: LRO SRE 8 14 2,638 47.55 2,902 62101 
Visssk el SORT CR RIRES 26 46 2,798 48.00 3,004 51.54 
VIS LS RAR TOR RS à 29 61 2,528 52.94 2,218 46 .45 
VIT: SRE 25 66 2,198 58.39 1,541 40 .94 
NIIT SRE ON EE 46 1.58 1,896 65.09 971 39-99 
IX is NME es PUR CE 20 21 519 71.39 188 25.86 
Xe s  OCP ARRRES. A n TC 18 4.06 339 10:92 86 19.41 
LORS SRE en E7r Don 25,377 53.79 21,626 45.84 


NorE:—The 217 pupils enrolled in Auxiliary classes are not included in the above table. 


(B) Separate Schools 








Under Within Over 

Ideal Age Spread Ideal Age Spread Ideal Age Spread 

GRADE | ——— — | —— ——— ——  —]—_ __— 

Number | Per cent. | Number | Per cent. | Number | Per cent. 
LR RE RES A RO CNRC 4 0.04 6,286 GLS 3,993 38.83 
LL: à 2 TRRSPIR e IRE 3,102 48.00 3,301 52.00 
TEL. RL ER RE 1 .02 2213 47.83 2,413 419 
LV ER PRE. RER LEE 8 16 2,435 AT.712 2,660 He l2 
Vis ss n R R R RRl 19 180 2,624 48 .41 2,777 51.24 
VISE RIRE EL REA 23 Di 2,887 53.26 2,072 46.23 
NT CR EN PE EE OS 21 .59 2,064 58.88 1,421 40.53 
VALEUR DO EE 39 1.45 1,163 65.44 892 ur LI 
Lis PS Ps PR Er CRETE 19 2:08 507 TI 186 PC 12 
A es 8 Me et I RTE 18 4.11 SOC 76.94 83 18.95 
Totals. ia ane 152 0.35 23718 54.24 19,858 45.41 


NoïTE:—The 201 pupils enrolled in Auxiliary classes are not included in the above table. 
(C) Public Schools 





Under Within Over 

Ideal Age Spread Ideal Age Spread Ideal Age Spread 

GRADE 2 —— À © — 

Number | Per cent. | Number | Per cent. | Number | Per cent. 
Lise es MER SE A RE NE 494 52.95 439 47.05 
IL 6.5.6 RS RSS ART RE RE NE 232 43.86 297 56.14 
LIL ie Re EE ES 134 33.62 213 61.38 
EVE. à ue ee LE AE 203 45.62 242 54.38 
Vs ar SR ST RE Fe LE 174 42.65 221 5508 
VIS Es OR ARR 6 2.05 141 48.12 146 49.83 
VITE ec RS ER RER 4 145 134 51.94 120 46.51 
NERET mR 2 R AUS CRRRERE ‘ 3.20 139 60.73 79 36.07 
LA en. POUR TERRE 1 6.67 12 80.00 2 13.33 
XD + du Suede 20808 OR RP I 2 40.00 8 60.00 
TOAIS CEA RC 25 078 1,659 48.05 1,768 51:22 


NoTE:—The 16 pupils enrolled in Auxiliary classes are not included in the above table. 
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TABLE No. 3 


GRADE-ENROLMENT DISTRIBUTION IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS ATTENDED BY 
FRENCH-SPEAKING PUPILS, MAY 1938 


(A) Separate and Public Schools 





Rural Urban Rural and Urban 
Grades RSR EC TON TETE per 
Number | Per cent. | Number | Per cent. | Number | Per cent. 
LL RE lies an 12,190 64.52 16,540 58.03 28,730 60.61 
NÉ DR A LULU ue. 6,512 Do 2 10,908 DOC 17,280 306.46 
IX-X unit 200 1216 837 2.94 L 170 2.47 
TT el eu le. tu ec 217 .76 217 .46 
(B) Separate Schools 
Rural Urban Rural and Urban 
Grades DS ER Ceres 
Number | Per cent. | Number | Per cent. | Number | Per cent. 
RE en Ge 10,591 64.09 15,885 GO 26,476 60.27 
NN ERP RTE RenRs ei 5,606 33.93 10,496 38.30 16,102 36.65 
EX TEL En OP US PR SC 1.98 823 3.00 1,150 2:02 
ALMA Aa LR. Li EUr. | SAAES Re | VTT TT 201 . 13 201 .46 
(C) Public Schools 
Rural Urban | Rural and Urban 
Grades RE 
Number | Per cent. | Number | Per cent. | Number | Per cent. 
LES AE OA NE 1,599 67.44 655 LE 2,254 65.00 
Ve nn a ne co 766 DZ. OL 412 nr 0 l'i7e 33.96 
ESSENCE IL. à 6 .29 14 1227 20 .58 
ARS  darennl Jan a cobasl aie se 16 1.46 16 .46 





While the foregoing statistical tables show some progress over the situation 
reported in 1937, it is evident that much remains to be done yet in order to bring 
about a satisfactory age-grade distribution of pupils and to check the excessive 
drop in enrolment in the senior grades of the elementary school. It will be 
observed, for instance, that while 11,216 pupils were enrolled in Grade I classes 
of all elementary schools attended by French-speaking pupils in 1938, only 
2,913 were found enrolled in Grade VIII classes. (Table No. 1, (A), (G)). This 
great discrepancy between the Grade I and Grade VIII enrolments would 
appear to be due largely to the fact that more than 50 per cent. of the pupils 
enrolled in Grades II, III, IV and V are too old for their respective classes, 
and are likely to drop out before reaching the higher grades of the school. (Table 
No. 2, (A)). 


Of course, it will require some time, probably seven or eight years, before 
the conditions obtaining at present in the elementary schools are properly ad- 
justed to the desired standards. That teachers and inspectors are sincerely apply- 
ing themselves to correct the existing situation is unquestionable. The following 
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comparison, for instance, shows clearly the successful effort that has been put 
forth within the past year. 








Under Within Over 
Ideal Age Spread | Ideal Age Spread | Ideal Age Spread 
(per cent.) (per cent.) (per cent.) 

1937 0.03 53.28 46.69 

Grade ler een (1038 04 61 13 38 83 
SL ER Re 90.52 63.48 

GradlT: à. 20 RE 2" RO (1058 LEE MT 48.00 52.00 
108 SR ENS 7 36.13 63.87 

Grade TITRE SMS NeRRES (1038 02 47 83 52 15 











See 1937 Report, Table No. 2, and Table No. 2, (B) of this Report. 


That much progress in only one year augurs well for the future. 


Secondary School Classes 


The following table shows the number of French-speaking pupils enrolled in 
December 1938 in the special French courses of Collegiate Institutes, High and 
Continuation Schools under Departmental supervision. 
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There are, besides, 1,170 French-speaking pupils enrolled in Grades IX and X of 
the elementary schools (Table No. 1 (A), (i)) and approximately 1,000 who are 
taking these same courses in private schools and colleges. An effort will be made 
during the coming year to verify the last figure. Thus, in the province, there 
would be in all about 3,000 French-speaking pupils pursuing their studies in 
Grades IX to XIII in which advanced courses in French Grammar, French 
Literature and French Composition are given. If this number of 3,000 is COM- 
pared with the approximate French-speaking school population from Grades I 
to XIII, say 50,000, we find that about 6 per cent. of the French-speaking pupils 
in Ontario remain at school beyond Grade VIII. This picture is not brightened 
when one analyses the table given above and observes that only 20 per cent. of 
those entering secondary schools reach either Grade XIT or Grade XIII and 
that less than 4 per cent. attain Grade XIII. 


Obviously, the main cause of this low and rapidly decreasing enrolment 
from grade to grade in the secondary schools is to be found and eradicated in the 
elementary school classes. Once the problem is solved in the elementary depart- 
ments of the school, there should be automatic improvement in the secondary 
school enrolment and age-grade distribution of pupils. À continued effort should 
be made by teachers and inspectors to impress French-speaking parents and 
children with the importance of a good education. In some parts of the province, 
home and school clubs have been very helpful in that regard. 


French Books in Secondary School Libraries 


Marked progress was made during 1938 in the establishment and develop- 
ment of French libraries in the 16 secondary schools attended by French-speaking 
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pupils. The following table, which was compiled from Principals’ reports, shows 
the number and value of French books purchased during 1937 and 1938. 








Number Value 
D Do purchase 101997%.%. MAL. Ju 1 RE 276 $204.95 
M DOOESTtuTChased inel98 mn iris cu dus 729 413.77 
Total number of French books in secondary school libraries, De- 
D de ae Ne ER ce 3,373 1,597.97 





Secondary school boards, principals and teachers are to be commended for 
adding so generously during 1938 to their school libraries. Such investments to 
provide their classes with appropriate material for supplementary reading are 
sound and profitable. 


Preparation and Revision of French Text-Books 


The work of revising French text-books now in use in schools attended by 
French-speaking pupils and of preparing additional books was carried on suc- 
cessiully during the year. Dr. Louis Charbonneau, a member of the teaching 
staff of the University of Ottawa Normal School, was relieved of his ordinary 
duties‘and assigned this special task. The revision of the two authorized texts, 
Recueil de Morceaux Choisis and Lectures Choisies, used for teaching French 
Literature in Grades IX to XIII was completed. Circular 23-B, containing the 
details of the courses in French given at the University of Ottawa Normal School 
was also revised. A vast amount of preliminary work in connection with the 
preparation of new French readers was undertaken; a new French pre-primer 
entitled Frou-Frou et Fin-Fin was prepared and will be ready for the opening of 
schools in September, 1939. 


Provincial Contest 


À Province-wide competition was organized during the year among the 
3,000 Grade VIII French-speaking pupils. After winning preliminary tests in 
their own schools and inspectorates, twenty-two contestants—one boy and one 
girl from each of the eleven French-speaking inspectorates—took part in the 
finals held in Ottawa on May 25th, 1938. The four winners, who were awarded 
secondary school scholarships, were as follows: 


1st boy: Jean-Guy Blais, 12 years old, of Sturgeon Falls; 
1st girl: Gilberte Dubois, 12 years old, of Hawkesbury; 
2nd boy: Roger Despatie, 12 years old, of Ottawa; 

2nd girl: Jeannine Dubé, 12 years old, of Ottawa. 


This contest was organized with two main objectives in view: firstly, to 
draw into closer co-operation the home and the school; secondly, to impress upon 
French-speaking parents and children the importance of secondary school educa- 
tion. Reports from teachers and inspectors all over the province show that this 
first attempt was very successful and that it should be repeated annually. 


Teachers’ Study Groups 


À very interesting experiment was carried on during the year in the majority 
of French-speaking inspectorates. Teachers’ study groups, known as Cercles 
pédagogiques, were organized with the special aim of acquainting the teachers 
thoroughly with the new Programme of Studies and other matters affecting 
particularly schools attended by French-speaking pupils. Inspectors report 


to 


favourably on the results obtained through the establishment of these study 
groups. In one of the Eastern Ontario inspectorates, for instance, the Inspector 
states that all the teachers under his jurisdiction are divided into four such 
groups, each group meeting with the Inspector once a month, on Friday evening, 
to study their particular school problems. In this case, of course, it means that 
the Inspector must spend practically every Friday evening with one-quarter of 
his teaching staff, but, according to this Inspector’s report, the improvement 
noted in the classrooms is well worth the time and energy such conferences 
require. This spirit of co-operation between teachers and inspectors is to be 
highly commended. 
ROBERT GAUTHIER, 
Director of French Instruction. 

Toronto, April 29th, 1939, 
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